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which laid careful plans for action, and as a test of its authority, ordered
the distribution of rifles from the arsenal to the civilian Red Guard* Their
orders were obeyed and on October 24, Trotsky on behalf of the Military
Revolutionary Committee issued Order No, i. The Petrograd Soviet is
in imminent danger. Last night the counter-revolutionary conspirators
tried to call in Junkers and the shock battalions into Petrograd. You are
hereby ordered to prepare your regiment for action. Await further orders.
All procrastination and hesitation will be regarded as treason to the
Revolution.'
On October 25,* the all-Russian Congress of the Soviets, In which
the Mensheviks had a majority, met and debated the situation,
but before their discussions were concluded, the Military Revolu-
tionary Committee issued a proclamation that the Provisional
Government had fallen and that power had passed to the Soviets, As a
statement of fact this was premature, but it soon became true. The Com-
munist Revolution had begun, but it was by no means certain what the
outcome would be. In the country districts, soldiers and peasants alike
were puzzled and uncertain what to do and an American journalist, John
Reed, has written a graphic description of a meeting of an armoured car
regiment when the issue was under discussion. 'Never*, says Reed, 'have
I seen men trying so hard to understand, to decide. They never moved,
stood staring with a sort of terrible intentness at the speaker/ The Civil
Servants in the cities were also divided and the railway workers definitely
opposed the Bolsheviks.
Once again Kerensky and his colleagues hesitated and allowed their
supporters to melt away. A few days later Kerensky abandoned the
struggle and fled. Within ten days the Communist Revolution was over
and the Bolsheviks were in power. The Council of People's Commissars,
which had been appointed on the second day of the rising, now assumed
the functions of government and it was soon clear that it had the support
of the majority of soldiers and workers.
* Russian Calendar, old style.